
Welcome to the Year 11 Support Seminar 

His nature is such that he has 

to be drawn out by kindness 

and encouragement but if he 

be treated well, and love be 

shown him, he will accomplish 

things that make the whole 

world wonder. 

 
Michelangelo, describing 
himself as a young 
art student in 1490AD 

“ 

” 



 
1 – GCSE Grading and Attendance 
2 – The Rhythm of the Year 
3 – Science 
4 – Mathematics 
5 – English Language and Literature 
6 – Careers 
7 – Sixth Form Application Journey and Entry Criteria 

 

Agenda 
 



Year 11 Presentation evening 
Welcome, Reformed GCSEs and The Race 
Mr Downs 
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The Race 

OFQUAL Briefing 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgZYx_fycrM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgZYx_fycrM


GCSE Grading Structure in 2017 onwards 

In the first year, the  
same proportion of students  
achieved a grade 7 and above       as previously got an A and above 
 
 
 
achieved a grade 4 or above         as previously got C and above 
 
 
 
 

 
achieved a grade 1 or above                          as previously got G and above 



GCSE Grading Structure in 2018 
STRONG PASS 



Last Years ‘Record Breaking’ Results 



The Race 

‘The Race’ – Comparable Outcomes 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqrNXluN4ac 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqrNXluN4ac


Achievement & Attendance 

Attendance & Average Grade (Attainment across 8 
Subjects) 

Above 97% 6+ 

93%-97% 5 

90%-93% 4 

85%-90% 3 

Below 85% 2- 

Average Grade (all subjects and all students) 

Above 97% 6 

93%-97% 5 

90%-93% 4 

85%-90% 3 

Below 85% 2 

Students in the 97%+ 
Attendance group 
made over 30% more progress 
in subjects than those in the 
90%+ group.  
 
Nearly a third of a grade more 
across each of 
their Progress 8 subjects. 
 
 
 

90% Attendance – one whole day off per 2 week timetable cycle or OVER a 
month off in a school year   
 
 



Key Dates – Year 11 2018-19 
Mr Goddard 



SEPTEMBER 
 

• 3rd –INSET DAY 

• 5th – Years 8-11 return, photographs 

• 18th – 6th Form launch Assembly 

• 19th – Careers interviews start 

• 25th – Y11 Support Seminar 

• 27th - Open Evening 

 

 



OCTOBER 

• 1st – 6th form Curriculum Seminars start (new) 

• 2nd – Apprenticeship Assembly 

• 5th –Y11 PC1 issued 

• 11th – 6th Form Open Evening 

• 17th and 18th – GCSE Performance Evening 



NOVEMBER 

• 7th – Y11 Revision Skills day 

• 9th – 6th Form Taster day (plus Vocational 
Taster) 

• 12th – 6th  form Curriculum Seminars start 
(existing) 

• 26th – MFL Exam Week 



DECEMBER 

• 3rd – Mock exams start 

• 18th – Mocks and catch ups end 

• 19th – 6th Form application deadline 

• 20th – Christmas Concert 

• 21st – Christmas holidays start 



JANUARY 

• 15th – Y11 Profiles issued and Results Day 

• 17th – 6th Form interviews start 

• 17th – Y11 Subject Evening 

• 28th – Y11 MFL Writing exams start 

• 30th and 31st – School Production 

 



FEBRUARY 

• 6th –Y11 Mock re-sits start 

• 11th – Y11 English/Maths Wave exams 



MARCH 

• 1st - All Y11 courses finished 

• 6th – Catering examinations start 



APRIL 

 

• 22nd – Art exams start 



MAY 

• 13th – External Exams start/3:2 day 

• 27th – Half-Term starts 

 



• 26th – Y11 Celebration Assembly and Summer 
Ball 

 

 

 

JUNE 



JULY 

• 5th – Summer Concert 

 



AUGUST 



Year 11 Presentation evening 
Science – Ms Cullen 
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New Science GCSEs 

• 9 -1 grades 

• All linear examinations 

• 6 exams, 2 for each science subject 

• No coursework, students practical knowledge 
tested in examinations (15% of questions) 

• Emphasis on; 

 - the application of science knowledge  

 - analysing, interpreting  and evaluating skills 

 - maths skills 



AQA Combined Science Trilogy 

• 2 examinations for each subject, each 1 hour 15 
minutes in duration and worth 16.7% of course 

• 2 GCSE grades awarded 

 

 



AQA Separate Sciences; Biology, Chemistry & 
Physics 

• 2 examinations for each subject, each 1 hour 45 minutes in 
duration and worth 50% of course 

• 3 GCSE grades awarded, 1 for each subject 



New Style Exam Questions 



New Style Exam Questions 



New Style Exam Qs 



How can you support your child? 

• Collins online learning  digital textbook on 
MyHighcliffe 

 

• Revision guides 

 

• BBC Bitesize activities and tests 

 

 

 

• Physics formulae in planner  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Biology-Student-Book-Science/dp/0008158754/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1506077960&sr=8-6&keywords=collins+aqa+science+trilogy


How can you support your child? 

• Reviewing Y9 and 10 work regularly, to keep on 
top of content 

• Using checklists given for each topic to ensure 
revision is completed 

• Producing revision resources, not just copying out 
of a book or reading. Revision needs to be active 
eg making flash cards of keywords and definitions 

• When testing them, ask them to explain 
concepts, rather than just recall facts 



Year 11 Presentation evening 
Mathematics – Mr Cooper 
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Mathematics GCSE 

• GCSE is now 3 papers, 1 non calculator and 2 calculator papers, no coursework 

• Edexcel examination board 

• Questions targeted at grades 1-5 at Foundation Tier and 4-9 at Higher Tier. 

• Each Paper will be 1 hour 30 minutes 

• More content in the scheme of work than previous Maths specifications 

• Large emphasis on Problem solving skills in a variety of contexts 

• Mathematical notation from previous A level now used in GCSE 

• More formula needs to be learnt and applied – no longer supplied in examination 

 



Mathematics GCSE Higher question Level 5 

A town has three car parks. 
  
South car park has x spaces. 
  
North car park has 48 more spaces than South car park. 
  
Central car park has four times as many spaces as South car park. 
  
The total number of spaces in South car park and Central car park is more than twice the 
number of spaces in North car park. 
  
Work out the least possible number of spaces in South car park. 



Mathematics GCSE Higher question Level 7 

f is the function f(x) = 2x + 5. 
  
(a) Find f(3). 
  
 
(b) Express the inverse function f–1 in the form f–1(x) = 
 
f–1(x) =  
  
g is the function g(x) = x2 – 25. 
  
(c) Find g(–3). 



Mathematics GCSE Support 
• MyHighcliffe has many practice papers, it is vital to check solutions, not to just do the 

papers. 
 

• Constant review of skills and application at home and in class, maths is active, not 
passive. 

 
• In class emphasis on breaking a problem down into composite parts and picking out 

the important information 
 

• Regular Diagnostic and analysis of all mock examinations to find each students weak 
topics 

 
• Lunchtime drop in sessions  

 
• Intervention for select cohorts and students 

 
• Use Mathswatch, PiXL Maths App and Youtube to help with content, Revision guides 

available. 
 



Year 11 Presentation evening 
English – Mrs Guerrini 
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AQA GCSE ENGLISH 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE (8700) 
  

ENGLISH LITERATURE (8702) 
 

*SPOKEN LANGUAGE AWARD 
 

 



AQA GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE (8700) 
 
Speaking & Listening  
Individual Presentation 

 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading & 
Writing (50%) – 1hr 45 minutes 
Reading Literary Fiction 
Descriptive or Narrative Writing 

 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
(50%) – 1 hr 45 minutes 
Reading Non-Fiction & Literary Non-Fiction 
Writing to Present a Viewpoint 



PAPER 1: OVERVIEW 

QUESTION MARKS TIME STUDENT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS 

  15 mins READING the QUESTIONS and TEXTS closely 

1 4 5 mins FINDING and LISTING four key pieces of 

INFORMATION 

2 8 10 mins ANALYSING how and why the writer uses 

LANGUAGE & LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES 

3 8 10 mins ANALYSING how and why the writer uses 

STRUCTURE 

4 20 20 mins PRESENTING a clear OPINION of the writer’s 

METHODS 

5 40 45 mins WRITING a DESCRIPTIVE or NARRATIVE piece 

which: 

 communicates clearly 

 organises information 

 includes a range of vocabulary & sentences 

 demonstrates accurate spelling and 

punctuation  



PAPER 2: OVERVIEW 



TOP TIPS 

1. Answer all the QUESTIONS. 

2. Spend the correct length of TIME on each question. 

3. Look for KEYWORDS in the questions. 

4. Write about the SPECIFIED SECTIONS of the texts. 

5. Organise your answers into PARAGRAPHS. 

6. Provide three DEVELOPED PARAGRAPHS in Q2, Q3 & 
Q4. 

7. Use SQUID to STRUCTURE your responses to Q2, Q3 
& Q4. 

8. Meet the WRITING BRIEF in Q5. 

9. Use the full range of PUNCTUATION (! ? - : ;). 

10.RE-READ your Q5 response to check for clarity and 
accuracy. 



LANGUAGE SUPPORT & REVISION 

 Use support materials to help consolidate, clarify and extend your 
understanding: books like the CGP and York Notes guides are 
helpful, as are websites like BBC Bitesize, also videos such as 
those on Mr Bruff’s YouTube channel. 

 Keep up your general reading: discuss what you have read e.g. 
summarise the content, attitudes and perspectives; consider how 
the writer made you feel and why. 

 Practise writing: even small sections are helpful. Think about how 
to make your writing attention-grabbing and memorable, 
particularly the opening. 

 Keep and learn a vocabulary list: you can include key terminology 
from lessons, but also interesting words you come across which 
you could use in your own writing. 

 Identify areas of SPaG you find difficult and practise to get them 
right. There are lots of books and online resources to help with 
spelling, punctuation and grammar: the BBC Skillswise website is 
very straightforward to understand. 

 Revisit any previous exam papers you have completed or look at 
those on the AQA website.  



AQA GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

ENGLISH LITERATURE (8702) 
 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
Novel (40%) – 1 hr 45 minutes 
Shakespeare Play:  

Romeo & Juliet 
19th Century Novel: A Christmas Carol 

 
Paper 2: Modern Texts & Poetry (60%) –  
2 hr 15 minutes 
Modern Play: An Inspector Calls 
Poetry Collection – Power & Conflict 
Unseen Poems 
 
 



PAPER 1: OVERVIEW 

CLOSED BOOK EXAMS – NO TEXTS 

 

 SECTION A: Romeo & Juliet 
55 minutes. 
An extract to whole text question. 
Marked /30 plus 4 marks for SPaG. 
 

 SECTION B: A Christmas Carol 
50 minutes.  
An extract to whole text question. 
Marked /30.  



PAPER 2: OVERVIEW 

CLOSED BOOK EXAMS – NO TEXTS 

 

 SECTION A: An Inspector Calls 
45 minutes. 
A whole text question. 
Marked / 30 plus 4 marks for SPaG. 
 

 SECTION B: Power & Conflict Poetry 
45 minutes. 
Comparison question: 1 printed poem and 1 of choice. 
Marked /30 
 

 SECTION C: Unseen Poetry 
45 minutes. 
Part 1: Responding to a printed poem. 
Marked /24 
Part 2: Comparing with another printed poem> 
Marked /8 



LITERATURE SUPPORT & REVISION 

 Read your texts over again. It can be helpful to have your own copy in 
which to make notes. Make sure you understand the plot, characters, 
themes and context. 

 Make a list of key quotes and learn them. 

 Use support materials to help consolidate, clarify and extend your 
understanding: books like the CGP and York Notes guides are helpful, 
as are websites like No Fear Shakespeare and BBC Bitesize, also 
videos such as those on Mr Bruff’s YouTube channel. 

 Use the PixLit app for revision, but bear in mind that while it is a 
fantastic resource for helping students to remember key quotations 
and themes, some features are just going to give one singular 
interpretation of a quotation. This doesn't necessarily mean your 
interpretation is invalid, but may just not be the one PixLit had in 
mind. We encourage students to discuss their interpretations and 
ideas with peers and teachers, and as always, to strive for thought 
provoking and insightful inferences. If you have any questions about 
your revision, please discuss these with your class teacher. 

 Keep and learn a vocabulary list: key terminology from lessons. 

 Revisit any previous exam papers you have completed or look at those 
on the AQA website. 



Year 11 Presentation evening 
Careers – Mr Hallam 
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Year 11 Presentation evening 
Sixth Form – Miss Swan 
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 ADMISSION CRITERIA 2018 

 6 grades at 4 or above at GCSE including English Language and Mathematics.  
(Maximum of two equivalents at Merit or above)  

 

A Level Mathematics : A grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics 
 A Level Further Mathematics : A grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics  

 A Level Biology, Chemistry or Physics: A grade 6 or above in Science at GCSE 

Acting/Drama  (BTEC L3) 

Biology 

Business Studies (BTEC L3) 

Chemistry 

Computing   

Economics 

English Language & 

Literature  

English Literature  

Extended Project 

Qualification 

Film Studies 

Fine Art 

French 

Further Mathematics 

Geography  

Graphics  

Health & Social Care (Cam 

Tech L3) 

History 

IT (BTEC L3) 

Mathematics  

Media Studies 

Music Performing (BTEC L3) 

Music Technology 

Photography 

Physical Education 

Physics 

Product Design 

Psychology 

Religious Philosophy & Ethics 

Sociology 

Spanish 

Sport (Cam Tech L3) 

Textiles Design 

COURSE LIST   

In a limited number of cases, the course offer may be subject to change. 
  



ENHANCED  
ACADEMIC PATHWAY 

 

Mainly 7 -9 at GCSE 
  

Up to 4 A Levels (for 
exceptional candidates) 
studied over two years 

and an EPQ. 
 

Personalised additional 
educational enrichment 
that support preparation 

for adult life  
 

Work experience related 
to potential career 

progression 
 

Pathways 2018 
 

ACADEMIC  
PATHWAY 

 
Mainly 5-7 at GCSE 

  
3 A Levels or 2 A Levels 
and a BTEC studied over 
two years and optional 

EPQ 
 

Personalised additional 
educational enrichment 
that support preparation 

for adult life 
 

Work experience related 
to potential career 

progression 
  

 
APPLIED  

ACADEMIC PATHWAY 
 

Mainly 4s at GCSE 
  

A combined A Level and 
BTEC or full BTEC 

programme studied over 
two years 

 
Personalised additional 
educational enrichment 
that support preparation 

for adult life 
 

Work experience related 
to potential career 

progression 

  
  



KEY DATES 

Thursday 11th October  
Sixth Form Open Evening  

 
Friday 9th November  
Sixth Form Taster Day  

 
Wednesday 19th December  

Sixth Form Application Deadline  
 

January / February – Sixth Form Interviews  



Thank You 


